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Enthusiastic, recently graduated Ph.D. seeking an opportunity to
broaden my research skills and continue with research involving
maize.

2003-2005  Purdue University Lafayette, IN

Post Doctoral Fellow under Dr. Gurmukh Johal

= Investigating association of genetic background on the
suppression of lesion mimics of maize.

= Developing a recombinant inbred line (RIL) containing the SIm1
locus from the maize line Mo20W which suppresses les23, a
maize lesion mimic, in a Va35 background.

= Using transposons to locate lesion mimics of maize by
Southern analysis and new PCR based detection methods.

= Attended a semester long seminar series aimed at improving
teaching techniques at the college level from Purdue’s Center
for Instructional Excellence.

1997-2003  University of Missouri Columbia Columbia, MO
Ph.D. student

= Thesis work included a QTL analysis discovering a major
suppression locus for les23, a lesion mimic in maize (published
in Genome. 47: 961-969, 2004).

= Teaching assistant for Plant Pathology 306 including a
complete reworking of half the course material (one semester).

= Served as treasurer of the Student Association of Plant
Pathologists (graduate student organization) and successfully
oversaw the completion of the first organizational fund raiser in
several years, a t-shirt sale.

1995-1997  University of Detroit Mercy Detroit, Ml
Masters student and teaching assistant

= Investigated the fitness of plants expressing transgenes in the
weed species Arabidopsis Thaliana.

= Teaching assistant for general and cell biology (4 semesters).
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1997-2003  University of Missouri Columbia Columbia, MO
= Ph.D. from the Genetics Area Program.

= Home department: Plant Microbiology and Pathology.

1995-1997  University of Detroit Mercy Detroit, Ml
= No degree, left to pursue Ph.D.

= Home department: Biology.

1989-1995  University of Missouri Rolla Rolla, MO
= B.S. in Chemical Engineering.

= B.S. in Life Sciences.

Notable Achievements

= | found a major suppressor of a lesion mimic of maize by QTL
analysis using SSR markers and have since been developing a
near isogenic line between the severe expressing parent
(Va35) and the suppression locus (SIm1 from Mo20W) using
markers to test my progress.

= | have worked to develop a PCR-based strategy to display Mu
elements based on individual Mu element sequence differences
to aid in cloning Mu-tagged alleles.

» | found that individual lesion mimics in maize respond differently
to the Mo20W genetic background, some have greater lesion
expression while others have lesser lesion expression.

= | have given several presentations and posters based upon my
work, averaging two per year since 1997.

= As one of two teaching assistants for Plant Pathology 306 at
the University of Missouri | was responsible for developing,
testing, and implementing half of the experiments, quizzes, and
lectures for the class.

= | spent four semesters as a teaching assistant for the University
of Detroit Mercy Biology department whose primary goal was
the training of nursing, pre-medical, and pre-dental students.

= At the University of Missouri Rolla | served several terms as an
officer in Kappa Kappa Psi, a national honorary band service
fraternity. Offices held: treasurer, corresponding secretary,
recording secretary, and historian.
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